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|. INTRODUCTION

Background

With 588 acres featuring rolling hills, beautiful meadows, and a creek, Marion Mooney
Scout Ranch has been a popular location for weekend and summertime outings for both
cub scouts and boy scouts. Nestled in a mixed hardwood-coniferous forest, the camp
offers great hiking and camping opportunities. Reservations are free through council HQ
and the camp is often uncrowded. The camp plays host to the Doug Fir District Camporee.

Camping is currently limited. In the past, troops adopted and maintained specific
campsites. As that practice was halted in the early 1990’s, camp sites and trails became
overgrown and have since gone into disuse. In 2001/02, twelve Adirondacks were
constructed that provide opportunities for year round camping. In 2003 a bathroom facility
with flush toilets was added near the program shelter. These improvements have furthered
the popularity of Camp Mooney for weekend camping trips with local scout units.

Purpose

The purpose of this scout camp master plan is to identify
development opportunities and constraints consistent with
scouting needs in the Doug Fir District and Oregon Trail
Council (OTC). A master plan also provides a basis for
preparing partnership agreements, budget and management
priorities, detailed development and management guidelines.

Boy Scout Mission Statement

The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare
young people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the
values of the Scout Oath and Law

Marion Mooney Scout Ranch Vision

The following vision statement, goals and objectives were developed by the Mooney
Committee to guide decisions for improvements to Marion Mooney Scout Ranch.

Vision
To provide a camp where scouts and the youth of Douglas County can enjoy unique
outdoor experiences and develop the skills and values of scouting.

Objectives

Maintain as a weekend camp

Define camp areas (e.g. parking, campsites, program areas, etc)
Extend water to campsites (as possible)

Identify future maintenance needs (short/long)

Develop poison oak management program

Secure access to camp area to reduce vandalism and impacts
Evaluate effectiveness of existing program shelter

Identify dual use facilities (scout and community)

Identify outdoor amenities

Identify funding opportunities



Process for Completing a Master Plan

The steps for completing the Marion Mooney Scout Ranch Master Plan follow a linear
process that includes input from many groups and individuals as well as information from a
wide variety of sources. The first steps in the process require that information is gathered
regarding natural resources; existing facilities are inventoried; existing uses by scouts are
documented; and information about other potential users of the camp is sought.

Issues involving the use, development and management of the camp are identified through
meetings with an advisory committee, local scout units, and OTC staff. Goals are set for
the future use and development of the camp. From these goals, development concepts are
formulated. These are checked for consistency with the state land-use goals and local
government comprehensive plans. All of the above information is compiled into a draft
master plan to be reviewed by the scout units, OTC staff, the advisory committee, and
other stakeholders.

Conceptual Designs for Camp Development Projects

This master plan includes text and illustrations that describe appropriate locations, layouts,
sizes, and types of proposed camp facilities. The locations and layouts of development
projects are illustrated conceptually. It is expected that components of a development
project (i.e. location or layout of a building) may be changed when completing final designs.

An important goal is to avoid causing significant conflicts between camp users by creating
incompatible uses or detrimentally impacting surrounding land uses. The planning process
aims to ensure proposed facilities are compatible with scout camp uses and surrounding
land uses.

General Parameters for Design

General parameters that are considered in formulating development concepts in the master
plans include the following:

 Balancing activity needs with resource constraints and avoiding or minimizing conflicts
between camp uses.

* Providing good access and circulation for vehicles and non-motorized travel within the
camp.

* Avoiding significant impacts on important natural resources within or adjacent to the
camp.

» Taking advantage of scenic views and resource interpretation opportunities.

» Presenting an appearance that is harmonious with the setting and the region.

* Providing a range of amenities and settings.

* Clustering campsites and activity areas in appropriate locations to ensure minimal impact
on natural resources.

* Being sensitive towards neighboring land uses.

* Achieving compliance with regulatory requirements including the state land use goals,
local comprehensive plans, building codes, resource laws, etc.

* Providing equal opportunities for access to the camp by scouts and visitors from different
economic and cultural backgrounds.



IIl. PLANNING CONTEXT

Location

The Vicinity Map at the end of this chapter illustrates the general location of the planning
area relative to the surrounding communities, transportation system and major water
bodies. The camp encompasses nearly 600 acres over 5 parcels along Suicide Creek
Road. Winston is the closest urban area to the camp, located approximately 9 miles east
on Highway 42. The city of Roseburg is twenty two miles from the camp located near the
confluence of the North and South Umpqua Rivers.

Marion and Nancy Mooney

Marion was born November 15, 1913 in Leons, Oregon and was a Springfield resident
since 1920. He graduated from Lowell HS in 1934.

Nancy was born August 24, 1922 in High Springs, Florida and spent her childhood in Texas
and Ohio. She moved to California in 1937, then to Oregon in 1939.

Marion and Nancy met in Springfield while she was in High School and Marion was working
for the Oregon Department of Forestry. At that time he was also building the Stone Hut,
Eugene's first supper club. Marion went into the service in January 1942, and was
stationed at Fort Knox, KY. Marion and Nancy were married in Jeffersonville, Indiana on
October 13, 1942.

After the war, Marion and Nancy returned to Springfield area, and in 1950, Marion owned
and operated the Mooney Brothers Lumber Company in Springfield.

In 1965 Marion began expanding out into buying and selling forestry property and
developed some of the property into the farming of Christmas trees. Many parcels of land
were developed and sold for lumber use and farming, but much of this land was also given
to organizations who were directing their efforts toward youth activities.

A large 580-acre ranch in Douglas County was given to the Boy Scouts of America and is
now recognized as the Mooney Scout Ranch.

Physiographic Setting
The setting is in the eastern foothills of the Coast Range off state highway 42. The camp
encompasses portions of Muns and Suicide Creeks and is heavily forested.

Regional Economic Trends

Historically, the regional economy has been dominated by the timber products industry,
with agriculture also playing a significant role. Although long a dominant presence in
Oregon's economic and social life, timber is becoming less of an influence, and that trend
will continue. The value of forest products to Oregon's economy has declined.
Nevertheless, the forest products industry is and will continue to be important. Currently,
Oregon is the nation's number one producer of lumber and plywood.
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o o - - ~ INfrastructure

Trails/Roads: Marion Mooney Scout Ranch
is bisected in an east-west direction by
Suicide Creek Road. Within the camp is a
graveled road from the main entrance from
Suicide Creek Road to the Program Shelter
(south road). Past the Program Shelter, the
road traverses Suicide Creek, dead ending
immediately afterwards into a field. Prior to
crossing Suicide Creek, the gravel road also
turns westward (west road) providing access
to a parking area near the Adirondack camp.
Across from the entrance to the camp on
Suicide Creek Road is a dirt road/trail (north
road) to the ceremony area used by OA. Various other trails exist to and from forest
campsites and activity areas, although most have fallen into disuse and are not easily
found or traversed.

Ha

Trail in tent cam

p site area

Five - mile loop. This trail is very well established, although pieced together from roads
and trails. From the pavilion, go southeast on Suicide Creek Road to the ranch pump
house; continue south on the ranch road which crosses Suicide Creek (wading) and goes
west of the ponds; at the toe of the hogback ridge, an ATV trail veers west up the hogback
ridge to the top, where it crosses some flats before beginning a final ascent to the top of the
ridge with a magnificent vista of Tenmile Valley. It then follows graveled roads heading
northwesterly on BLM land, then turning north and then northeast to lead down Muns
Creek (a short side trip up Muley Creek to the gravel dump is needed to get to 5.00 miles),
and eventually back to camp, passing the old dump site and then back to camp.

Bridges: A total of five bridges can be found in
camp. The most recent bridge over Muns
Creek was constructed from of an old rail car.
This bridge is capable of supporting vehicular
and small truck weight. Additional road work is
needed on the south end of the bridge. The
four remaining bridges are built of timber and
generally are not constructed to handle regular
vehicle traffic. One with occasional vehicle
traffic crosses a small tributary and provides
access into the Adirondack camp. Other
bridges cross Muns Creek near the forested _
campsites and near the campfire bowl. Pedestrian Bridae

Parking Lots: A total of three parking areas can be found within the confines of camp.
Short term parking is available immediately to the east of the Program Shelter and flush
bathrooms. Parking for the Adirondack area is located at the end of the West road.
General parking for camp is provided across from the main entrance to camp. This area is
typically used during large District events. Parking spaces are not delineated or reserved
for handicap use.

Fences/Gates: The camp generally contains no fencing, with the exception of the area
around the main parking lot, the area east of the main entrance road into camp, and
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separating short term parking from the field camp area to the east. Generally, fencing
exists to close of access to wetlands and land used by the caretaker for horses. A steel
cable is installed along the western edge of the main entrance road, along the parade
grounds. This barrier terminates near the flush bathrooms.

Toilets (flush): Located between the main entrance road and the Program Shelter, a total
of five flush toilets are available for camp use. 1 stall has been designated for use by
women and those with a disability. In 2009, bathroom lights were installed. The sewage
pump switch is located inside the Program Shelter. Exterior lighting has also recently been
installed to improve night time use. A hand N i
washing facility is available immediately outside
the stalls.

Toilets (pit): Various pit toilets exist in the
wooded areas that have not been maintained in
many years. The toilets are not operational and
are too close to the creek to be placed back into
service.

Toilets (vault): Are located in the Adirondack

camp. These toilets are maintained on a e
regular basis. Flush Toilets

Water System: The water source for camp comes from a single well located across
Suicide Creek Road from the caretaker’s house. The well provides water to the Program
Shelter, flush toilets, part of the Adirondack camp, and the Caretakers residence. The
2,500 gallon water system is considered a public water system requiring permits and
periodic inspection.

Other: There is a classic swimming hole just downstream of the railroad bridge with a
maximum depth in summer around 24-30". Some units have successfully panned for gold
at this location.

Camp Operations

Caretaker’'s Residence: Five acres are set aside for a caretaker residence. The
caretaker resides in a double wide mobile home. Two corrals are used by the caretaker for
their horses.
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lll. GOALS, STRATEGIES, and RECOMMENDATIONS

The goals and strategies are based on consideration of the needs and evaluation of the
issues identified during the master planning process. Below is a summary of the major
goals and strategies:

» Goal 1: Protect and restore outstanding natural resources

» Goal 2: Enhance camping opportunities and experience

» Goal 3: Promote awareness, understanding and enjoyment through resource
interpretation

» Goal 4: Provide for safe, efficient, identifiable and pleasant access and circulation

» Goal 5: Provide for adequate management, maintenance, rehabilitation and camp
operations

» Goal 6: Form partnerships and agreements to aid in achieving goals

Goal 1: Protect and restore outstanding natural and scenic
resources

In creating Marion Mooney Scout Ranch large tracts were left undisturbed and set aside as

informal nature refuges; protecting and restoring the remnants of these areas will require
wise stewardship.

Developing the boundaries for the remaining natural areas that need to be conserved
ensure these areas are clearly defined and protected from future development. The

southeast portion of the property contains the major activity centers for scouts. A majority

of the ranch property consists of thick timber stands.

e Locate and design camp uses and facilities to avoid significant impacts on important

natural resources. Principles of Leave No Trace should be applied when siting camp

improvements.

e The natural areas need updated and improved. There are a number of areas where
erosion has impacted trails and facilities.

e There is a need to better understand the processes affecting the water level at
the ponds and natural wetlands within camp.

e Exotic blackberries are a non-native species to Oregon and of concern in and around

developed or disturbed areas. Left to proliferate, blackberries exclude desirable native

vegetation and preclude habitat access for humans and larger mammals.

e Also of concern is poison oak. The plant is particularly prevalent throughout the camp

and its eradication was clearly one of the highest priorities by users.

Recommendations:

1. Develop and institute a program for controlling poison oak and blackberry bushes

(invasive species) at Marion Mooney Scout Ranch.

2. Develop a program for managing the forest. Thick timber stands exist on the
property and should be managed to minimize fire dangers and improve safety.

3. Consider development of stream restoration service projects.
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Goal 2: Enhance camping opportunities and experience

Provide users of Marion Mooney Scout Ranch with a wealth of camping experiences that
continue to meet and exceed expectations. Marion Mooney is the only scout camp located
within Douglas County. Used for weekend camping and District events such as Camporee,
Mooney has the ability to meet the needs and expectations for troops and packs
throughout Southern Oregon.

Development or rehabilitation of camping facilities will be guided by indicators of need and
the capacities of the camp to accommodate a use without overcrowding, degradation of
camping experience, or conflicts with other uses. The need for maintaining the current
range of uses is recognized, but future activities still need to be anticipated. This is based
on the anticipated increase in demand for camping by local scouting units and other
organizations that may desire to utilize the property.

e The Program Shelter has been heavily utilized and is the center of many activities
taking place on the property. The Program Shelter is small and provides insufficient
room for units to gather. Its small size also compounds problems with its use during
periods of inclement weather. Marion Mooney Scout Ranch has been mentioned as a
possible site for use by such community groups as Camp Millennium. Significant
upgrades would have to occur, such as expansion of the shelter. Partnering with
community groups may open additional avenues of support for the camp.

e The current sites for tent camping are inadequate to meet the needs of most units.
Large District events like Camporee require “jamboree” style camping. Tent camp sites
are too few, not maintained, and do not adequately serve large groups or multiple units.
A number of locations could be developed for tent camping within the camp.
Development of additional sites should follow the principles of Leave No Trace.

¢ Amenities at Mooney need to be updated and expanded where possible. Following
utility work along Suicide Creek Road, the ponds have almost disappeared. Re-
establishment of a pond could provide both recreational (fishing or swimming) uses and
conservation opportunities. Other amenities such as the climbing wall have
deteriorated beyond repair and pose a safety hazard and liability risk for the Council.
Others such as the “wagon wheel” are in need of repair and maintenance. One of the
most pressing needs identified includes the establishment of new activity areas to
support uses currently unavailable. These include shooting ranges for bb-guns and
archery.

e Support new activities and merit badges offered by BSA. This should include
geocaching, an exciting new sport that uses GPS navigation to find hidden treasures.
Geocaching provides another tool for the fun-with-a-purpose toolbox and can combine
outdoor adventure with advancement, recruiting, retention, and public relations.

e The amphitheater area could be better utilized by improving seating for units and
establishment of permanent camp fire ring(s).

Recommendations:
1. Build 3 new campsites. Add picnic tables and fire rings at all sites.

2. Install toilets to serve tent camp sites.

3. Develop and install camp site signage.
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4. Consider expanding the Program Shelter by three-fold to increase usage and better
meet unit and community needs. Design as an all-season shelter to extend the
season of use.

5. Install third flag pole for unit flag at the Parade Ground (US, State, Unit).

6. Remove Climbing Wall. As a weekend camp, a climbing wall improperly supervised
could result in improper and unsafe use and should not be reconstructed.

7. Work with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), Division of State
Lands (DSL), Army Corps of Engineers, and the State of Oregon Water Resources
Division to re-establish the ponds, including the introduction of fish. Various permits
from these agencies will be required.

8. Develop bb-gun range consistent with BSA standards.

9. Develop an archery range consistent with BSA standards.

10. Develop campfire bowl at site of current
amphitheater. Development should
include bench seats, campfire rings, and a

stage.

11. Restore “wagon wheel” compass training
sites.

12. Develop camp wide directional signage

13. Develop universal access to activity areas
through the use of rolled rock or other
similar surfacing materials.

Camnfire Bowl

14. Establish geocache locations to support GPS activities.

Goal 3: Promote environmental awareness, understanding and
enjoyment through resource interpretation

Marion Mooney Scout Ranch is located in a natural and largely undisturbed setting. A
diverse number of plants and wildlife can be found within its boundaries.

The environment is central to the scout program and a key element of developing good
citizens of the world. Since Scouting began, young people have been connecting with the
outdoors, learning from nature and taking positive action for their local and global
environment. There are many more environmental challenges today than when

Scouting started, making it even more important to keep the environment central to
Scouting, to build on the momentum already established and to make scouting a positive
force for change. Scouting plays an important role in connecting people with the natural
world, especially given the increasing separation of young people from the natural
environment. With nearly 50% of the world's population living in urban settings, it is
important to incorporate the 'bigger picture' of the environment, which includes more than
just plants, animals and conservation. Helping Scouts to see the relationship between their
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actions in an urban setting and the natural world is an important element of environment
education.

As more people use parks and recreation facilities, LEAVE NO TRACE® guidelines
become even more important for outdoor visitors. “Leave

No Trace" is a nationally recognized outdoor skills and

ethics education program. The Boy Scouts of America is

committed to this program. The principles of Leave No

Trace are not rules; they are guidelines to follow at all

times.

The Leave No Trace principles might not seem important
at first glance, but their value is apparent when considering
the combined effects of millions of outdoor visitors. One
poorly located campsite or campfire is of little significance,
but thousands of such instances seriously degrade the
outdoor experience for all. Leaving no trace is everyone's
responsibility.

Recommendations:
1. Consider kiosk or other permanent display(s) for Leave No Trace.

2. Develop map and install plant identification signage along trails.

Goal 4: Provide for good access and circulation with identifiable,
pleasant, safe and sensitive designs.

The development of camping facilities will include a system of roads and trails that are
safe, sensitive to the surroundings, identifiable and pleasant to the camp users.

e The property is bisected by Suicide Creek Road, a BLM road providing access to
residential properties north of the camp and other recreational uses permitted on public
lands. Although traffic is minimal, speed of vehicles on the road can become a safety
issue for camp users.

e Other types of traffic in the area include All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) which have caused
erosion and other property damage. Fencing portions of the property has been
necessary to restrict access and limit damage to the camp. Over the years, portions of

the fencing have been removed by

others.

e Parking at the camp is available near
the Program Shelter, at the entrance
to the Adirondack Camp and across
Suicide Creek Road by the main
entrance. All parking lots have a
gravel surface. The main parking
area was graveled, but has
overgrown with weeds. Parking
spaces are not delineated and no
parking is reserved for handicap use.

Cable Fencina

22



The camp trail system is in need of restoration. As tent camp site areas fell into disuse,
the trails became overgrown and covered with vegetation and tree debris. Due to the
length of camp trails it will be important to provide directional signage to activity and
camp site areas.

Bridges play an important role in camp, providing access across Muns Creek and other
small streams throughout camp. Some are in need of repair. The bridge north of the
existing amphitheater was part of an old trail and is no longer needed but could be
relocated by the ponds. As wooden structures, these should be periodically evaluated
and maintained accordingly. Two of the five bridges are capable of handling vehicles.
The bridge over Muns Creek, constructed from a former railroad car has the most
capability to handle heavy loads; however, the connecting road to the south is not
sufficient to permit safe vehicle crossings. The other bridge that can support vehicles is
located at the entrance to the Adirondack camp. It is in need of some repair due to
erosion. This bridge is typically closed to vehicular traffic.

Four roads are found in the scout camp part of the property. These include the road up
to the Order of the Arrow Ceremonial area, the main entrance into camp from Suicide
Creek Road, a road to the Adirondack camp, and Suicide Creek Road. Suicide Creek
Road is under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management. All other roads are
private internal roads owned by the scouts.

Recommendations:

1. Replace cable fencing along main entrance road into camp and extend along
Suicide Creek Road to prevent ATV damage and improve security.

2. Install warning signage along Suicide Creek Road “No Hunting, No Shooting, No
Trespassing. Boy Scout Camp.”

3. Mark parking lot by Program Shelter as short term parking for non-disabled drivers.
Reserve two spots for disabled parking.

4. Compress gravel parking surfaces, particularly near the Program Shelter for
disabled access.

5. Rehabilitate trail system by cleaning debris, trimming trees and trail delineation.
6. Install adequate signage for trail orientation.

7. Construct new trails to additional tent camp sites and connection to Adirondack
camp.

8. Construct new bridge to Adirondack camp.
9. Repair bridge to Adirondack camp.
10. Consider longer hiking loops through undeveloped areas of the property.

11. Consider relocating unused bridge by amphitheater (campfire bowl) to pond trail.
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Goal 5: Provide for adequate maintenance, rehabilitation and
camp operations.

The camp needs to ensure that maintenance operations can meet the future needs
of users, maintain more facilities and continually maintain/manage the significant natural
resources.
Recommendations:
1. Develop a maintenance and management plan for the water and road/trail system.

2. Remove equipment and junk piles by caretaker facility, particularly along creek and
Suicide Creek Road. These significantly detract from the appearance of the camp.

3. Consider extending the water system to the third set of Adirondacks (Paiute).

4. Consider developing a forest management plan to thin timber lands. This has an
added benefit of providing significant revenue to the Oregon Trail Council.

Goal 6: Form partnerships and agreements to aid in achieving
goals

The preceding goals refer to projects that may require agreements with other agencies and
interest groups for implementation. The Oregon Trail Council (OTC) will work with
interested agencies and organizations to formulate or update agreements as appropriate
for camp development and management projects. The OTC will:
1. Work with ODFW, Division of State Lands, the Army Corps of Engineers, and
Oregon Water Resources Division and other interested groups if a pond for fishing
is re-established, stream restoration, and other environmental service projects.

2. Work with neighboring landowners and affected land management agencies to
control invasive species.

3. Work with Douglas County to promote use of Marion Mooney Scout Ranch as a
training area for Search and Rescue Personnel.

4. Consider partnering with community organizations that support youth and the
outdoors.
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IV RECOMMENDATION SUMMARY

A total of 37 recommendations for Camp Mooney are made as part of this master plan.
Many of these improvements will likely not be accomplished without the volunteer support
of scouting units and others in Douglas County. This plan should not be considered a
blue print, but only a map of what may be possible.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16

Develop and institute a program for controlling poison oak and blackberry bushes
(invasive species) at Marion Mooney Scout Ranch.

Develop a program for managing the forest. Thick timber stands exist on the
property and should be managed to minimize fire dangers and improve safety.

Develop stream restoration service projects.

Build 3 new campsites. Add picnic tables and fire rings at all sites.

Install 3 toilets to serve tent camp sites.

Develop and install camp site signage.

Consider expanding Program Shelter by three-fold to increase usage and better
meet unit and community needs. Design as an all-season shelter to extend the
season of use.

Install third flag pole for unit flag (US, State, Unit).

Remove Climbing Wall. As a weekend camp, a climbing wall improperly
supervised could result in improper and unsafe use and should not be
reconstructed.

Work with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), Division of State
Lands (DSL), Army Corps of Engineers, and the State of Oregon Water Resources
Division to re-establish the ponds, including the introduction of fish. Various
permits from these agencies will be required.

Develop bb-gun range consistent with BSA standards.

Develop an archery range consistent with BSA standards.

Develop campfire bowl at site of current amphitheater. Development should
include bench seats, campfire rings, and a stage.

Restore “wagon wheel” compass training sites.
Establish “geocache” locations to support geoscouting activities

. Develop camp wide directional signage
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